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Palestinian living conditions in the West Bank and Gaza A

As we have seen, life was very difficult for Palestinians in the West
Bank and Gaza after 1967

Palestinians lost their homes whilst thousands of Israelis established
settlements

Palestinians were also arrested and imprisoned by the Israeli military,
often without trial

As the Palestinian population increased but Palestinian land was
reduced, the West Bank and Gaza became dangerously overcrowded
(and unhygienic as a result)

Also, due to the economic restrictions placed on Palestinians by Israeli
rule, there were very few jobs available and high unemployment my stock photo
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According to historian Benny Morris, life for
Palestinians under Israeli occupation in the West Bank
and Gaza at this time was characterised by:

Benny Morris, Righteous Victims (1999)
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Increasing tension A

* Between 1967 and 1987, tension increased and there were
numerous attacks by both sides. For example:

* The Coastal Road massacre of 11t March 1978, when 38 Israelis
(including 13 children) were killed by Palestinian nationalists

* Operation Litani in March 1978 when 1100 Palestinians and Lebanese
were killed during an Israeli invasion of south Lebanon

¢ On 8t December 1987, four Palestinians were killed in a collision
with an IDF truck in Jabalia refugee camp, Gaza (pictured)
* Jabalia is the largest Palestinian refugee camp and one of the most

densely populated places on earth (in 2002, over 100,000 people
lived in an area of land 1.4 km?)

* For the Palestinians, this was the final straw: the First Intifada my stock photo
now began
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